ORDINANCE NO. 2025-

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY
OF LEAGUE CITY BY AMENDING CHAPTER 14, ENTITLED
“AMUSEMENTS AND ENTERTAINMENTS”, TO ESTABLISH ARTICLE I,
TO BE ENTITLED “SPECIAL EVENT ADMINISTRATION & PERMITTING”,
AND TO ADD VARIOUS SECTIONS REGARDING PERMITTING
REQUIREMENTS AND PROCEDURES CONNECTED TO THE
ADMINISTRATION OF SPECIAL EVENTS WITHIN LEAGUE CITY;
PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION, PUBLICATION, AND AN EFFECTIVE
DATE

WHEREAS, special events in the City of League City are increasing in both number and
complexity, making it necessary to adopt a comprehensive ordinance to better allow the City to
manage the competing uses of its public spaces and its resources and infrastructure, and to ensure
that members of the public are able to access public space; and

WHEREAS, some gatherings and organized activities, due to their size and special
requirements, may impact public safety and impede the flow of pedestrian and vehicular traffic and
place unique demands on public resources, and in order to plan for these demands on public
resources and ensure that public health and safety is protected, it is necessary that the City receive
advance notice of these special events and establish requirements; and

WHEREAS, City Council hereby finds and determines the establishing of a special events
ordinance, as provided herein, would be in the best interest of the health, safety, and welfare of the
public.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
LEAGUE CITY, TEXAS, as follows:

Section 1. That Chapter 14 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of League City is

amended by amending Article I to read as follows:

ARTICLE I. SPECIAL EVENT ADMINISTRATION & PERMITTING

Sec. 14-1. - Purpose.

The purpose of this article is to provide definitions, permitting requirements, and methods
for administering special events within the City of League City to ensure public safety, efficient
allocation of city resources, and the orderly conduct of special events that may impact public

safety.

Sec. 14-2. — Definitions.
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings

ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:
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Applicant means the person, sponsor, promoter, organizer, operator or any of their
respective agents, representatives or contractors who file an application for a special event permit
and who agrees to be responsible for the special event.

Attendees means any individual who is present within the area of a special event, including
but not limited to participants, spectators, event staff, vendors, and volunteers.

OEM means the City of League City Office of Emergency Management department, who
shall act as the administrative department for the purpose of this article.

Reoccurring Special Event means any event that occurs, or is intended to occur, more than
one time within a 35 calendar day period, which may be evidenced in the permit application or by
submission of separate permit applications for the same event. Except where a distinction is made,
the term Special Event includes a Reoccurring Special Event.

Special Event means any one-time, annual, infrequent, or reoccurring gathering which could
substantially impact City resources or public safety, and/or that attracts, or is expected to attract,

more than one hundred and fifty (150) attendees.

Sec. 14-3. — Permit Required.

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person, organization, or entity to:

(1) hold a Special Event without first obtaining a permit issued under this article and/or

paying any applicable fee(s);
(2) promote a Special Event without having first applied for a Special Event permit;
(3) hold a Special Event after the Special Event permit has been revoked; or
(4) hold a Special Event after the Special Event has been cancelled.

Sec. 14-4. — Permit Application.

(a) An Applicant seeking a Special Event permit must file an application using the City’s
designated online portal. An application must be filed not less than 45 calendar days before
the first proposed date of the Special Event. Expedited consideration of permits desired less
than 45 calendar days prior to the first proposed date of the Special Event may be conducted
at the discretion of the OEM.

(b) The application must be signed by the Applicant and must include at a minimum the

following information:
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(©)

(d)

(1)

2)

€)
(4)
()

(6)

(7)
(8)
©)

The name, mailing address, email and telephone number, including cellular, of the
Applicant. If the Applicant is an entity or organization, the above information shall be
provided in addition to the name and contact information of the individual making
application on behalf of such an entity or organization, identifying in what capacity and

under what authority such person represents the entity or organization;

The name, address, email and telephone number, including cellular, of the Applicant's
employee(s) or agents(s) who will be present and in charge during the entire Special
Event including setup and breakdown, and if applicable, the specific day and times such

employee(s) or agent(s) will be present;
The location and description of the property on which the Special Event is to be held;
Requested date(s) and time(s) of the Special Event;

Description and site plan showing event layout, security and safety plan, transportation

plan, and parking plan;

Full description of activities planned for the Special Event, including schedule, set-

up/break down times, event elements, trash management, and sanitation plans;
Estimated number of Attendees;
If applicable, media and/or drone management plan;

If applicable, additional required permit(s), permit fee(s), and/or rental agreement(s);

and

(10) If applicable, proof of liability insurance for the Special Event naming the City of

League City as an additional insured and execution of a waiver and indemnification

agreement.

The City reserves the right to require any additional information it deems necessary to

ensure public safety and manage the potential impact on City resources.

Requirement of additional permits.

(1) Approval of a Special Event permit does not negate the requirement of any other permit,

permit fee, or rental agreement as required under city policy, local, state, or federal law.
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Applicants may be required to obtain additional permits from the City or relevant state
agency, including but not limited to a tent or structural permit, alcohol permit,

amplification permit, media permit, fireworks permit, security permit or signage permit.

(2) It shall be the Applicant’s sole responsibility to ensure the Applicant follows all City
policies, local, state, and federal laws and acquires all necessary permits to be in

compliance with all local, state, and federal laws.

Sec. 14-5. - Fees.

Any fee assessed for a Special Event application and/or Special Event permit, issued under
this article, shall be imposed for the purpose of recovering the costs incurred by the City in
processing the Special Event application and/or Special Event permit. The amount of such fee shall
be at a rate as determined by City Council and may be amended from time to time as deemed

necessary.

Sec. 14-6. — Application review.
(a) After an application has been filed, the application shall be sent to the applicable City

departments for approval.

(b) Each City department designee shall evaluate the application to ensure the City has
adequate resources and that the Special Event can be conducted without an impact on the
public’s health, safety, or welfare. Upon evaluation completion, the City department

designee shall make any comments, concerns, or recommendations to the OEM.

(¢) Based on any comments, concerns, or recommendations, the OEM may require the
Applicant to provide additional information, permits, and/or plans, which may include event

staffing details, a medical plan, a site safety plan, and/or an inclement weather plan.

(d) The OEM shall approve or deny an application within 15 calendar days after a complete

application is received.

(e) Any application seeking a Special Event permit for an event that is or is intended to be a

Reoccurring Special Event, must also be approved by the City Manager or their designee.

Sec. 14-7. — Issuance, denial or revocation of permit.
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(a)

(b)

(©)

(d)

(e)

A permit shall be issued after receiving a complete application, approval by the necessary

department(s), and payment of any required fee(s).

A permit is only valid for the Special Event for which the application is made and may not

be transferred or assigned to any another person, organization, or entity.

A permit may be denied for failing to timely file an application, filing an incomplete
application, false or misleading application information, failure to receive approval by the
applicable City department(s), failure to adhere to any requirements under this article, or if
City determines, in its sole discretion, the Special Event will negatively affect the public’s

health, safety, or welfare.

A permit may be revoked, at any time, for failure to adhere to any requirements under this
article, failure to acquire necessary permits, false or misleading application information, or

for any violation of City policy, local, state, or federal laws.

The City reserves the right to cancel any Special Event, in its sole discretion, if the City
determines cancellation is necessary to protect the public’s health, safety, or welfare. This
includes, but is not limited to inclement weather events, blocking of ingress or egress of

public streets, pandemics, or civil disorder.

Sec. 14-8. - Inspections.

(a)

(b)

The City, including but not limited to the police department and fire marshal office,
reserves the right to inspect any Special Event before, during, or after the Special Event to
ensure the safety of the public and compliance with this article. If it is determined a
violation is occurring, the City may order the Applicant of the Special Event to correct the
violation and, if necessary to protect the public’s health, safety, or welfare, shut down the

Special Event.

It is an offense should the Applicant fail to comply with an order issued under this section.

Sec. 14-9. - Penalty.

Any person, organization, or entity who violates any of the provisions of this article shall,

upon conviction, be fined the maximum fine allowable by state law.

Sec. 14-10. - Appeal.

The Applicant shall have the right to appeal the denial or revocation of a permit by
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submitting an appeal, in writing, to the City Secretary within 7 calendar days of receiving notice
of denial or revocation. The Applicant may submit documents or other evidence in support of
their position with their written appeal. The City Manager or their designee will review the
appeal and may reverse, affirm, or modify in any regard the denial or revocation. A decision shall
be issued by the City Manager or their designee within 7 calendar days after the filing of the
written appeal with the City Secretary, and such decision shall be final.

Sec. 14-11. — Special Event Additional Rules and Regulations.
City Council authorizes the City Manager or their designee to promulgate rules and

regulations consistent with, and to further the purpose of, this ordinance.

Secs. 14-12 — 14-82. Reserved.

Section 2. Savings. All rights and remedies which have accrued in favor of the City under

this Ordinance and amendments thereto shall be and are preserved for the benefit of the City.

Section 3. Severability. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or portion of
this Ordinance is for any reason held invalid, unconstitutional or otherwise unenforceable by any
court of competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed a separate, distinct, and independent

provision and such holding shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions thereof.

Section 4. Repealer. All ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby

repealed but only to the extent of such conflict.

Section 5. Codification. It is the intent of the City Council of the City of League City,
Texas, that the provisions of this Ordinance shall be codified in the City's official Code of

Ordinances as provided hereinabove.

Section 6. Publication and Effective Date. The City Secretary shall cause this Ordinance,
or its caption, to be published in the official newspaper of the City of League City, upon passage

of such Ordinance. The Ordinance shall become effective immediately upon passage.

PASSED first reading the day of , 2025.

PASSED AND ADOPTED the day of , 2025.
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ATTEST:

DIANA M. STAPP
City Secretary

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

MICHELLE L. VILLARREAL
City Attorney (jg)

NICK LONG
Mayor
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